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important. But at the end of that de-
bate there must be finality. There
must be a majority vote—b51 votes
should win. The concept I support is
what is called the talking filibuster.
Minority rights must be protected.
They must have all the time they need
to make their point. But majority
rights must also be protected. If de-
mocracy means anything, what I
learned in the third grade was that the
majority rules, not the minority.

What is happening in our country is
not only enormous frustration about
the very serious economic and environ-
mental problems we face, there is huge
outrage at the inability of Congress to
even debate those issues.

For example, I am a very strong be-
liever that the minimum wage in this
country must be significantly raised. It
is now about $7.25. I would like it to go
up to $10 an hour, and even at $10 an
hour people working 40 hours a week
will still be living in poverty, but we
have to raise the minimum wage. My
strong guess is that if we do not change
the rules, despite overwhelming sup-
port in this country for raising the
minimum wage, we will never get an
up-or-down vote here on that issue be-
cause Republicans will obstruct, de-
mand 60 votes, and filibuster the issue.

If my Republican friends are so con-
fident in the points of view they are ad-
vocating, bring them to the floor and
let’s have an up-or-down vote. Let the
American people know how I feel on
the issue, how you feel on the issue,
but let’s not have issues decided be-
cause we could not get 60 votes for a
motion to proceed. Nobody in America
understands what that is about. Do you
want to vote against the minimum
wage? Have the guts to come and vote
against the minimum wage. Do you
want to vote against women’s rights?
Come on up, have your say, and vote
against women’s rights. Do you want
to vote against global warming? Vote
against global warming. At least let us
have the debate the American people
are demanding.

I will conclude by saying I am glad
the President will finally be able to get
some Kkey appointees seated. I was a
mayor so I know how terribly impor-
tant it is for a chief executive to have
their team around them. I am glad he
will get some key appointees.

Everyone should understand that
what we are doing today is dealing
with one very small part of an overall
problem, which is the dysfunctionality
of the Senate. I hope—having addressed
the immediate crisis—we can now go
on and address the broader issue, which
is making the Senate responsive to the
needs of the American people. Let’s
have serious debates on serious issues
and let’s see where the chips fall.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.
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Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:31 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN).

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF RICHARD
CORDRAY TO BE DIRECTOR OF
THE BUREAU OF CONSUMER FI-
NANCIAL PROTECTION—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all future time in quorum
calls be divided equally between the
two sides.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
during the debate over the budget, Dr.
COBURN and I offered an amendment to
create a separate and independent in-
spector general within the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau.

We introduced this amendment be-
cause, thanks to a quirk in Dodd-
Frank, the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau is the only major Federal
agency without its own inspector gen-
eral. I think people know I tend to rely
a great deal on inspectors general with-
in the bureaucracy to be an inde-
pendent check to make sure the laws
are followed and that money is spent
according to the law.

Dodd-Frank created the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, but it did
not create a protection bureau-specific
inspector general. Instead, because
Dodd-Frank funded the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau through the
Federal Reserve, this Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau ended up shar-
ing an inspector general with the Fed-
eral Reserve.

This has created a problem. Right
now, the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau’s inspector general has a
split role. He serves as both inspector
general for the Federal Reserve and for
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the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. I believe this creates a great deal
of confusion and, obviously, a bureau-
cratic battle for resources. In fact, the
inspector general has already had to
create two separate audit plans. He
also has had to hire employees who can
oversee both the Federal Reserve and
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau.

The end result is an office split by
two very important but very different
priorities. Dodd-Frank created the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
within the Federal Reserve in order to
fund the Bureau without having to
come to us on Capitol Hill to get con-
gressional appropriations. This is a
problem but not a problem I am going
to deal with right now. We had a mar-
riage of convenience, the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau within the
Federal Reserve.

The Bureau’s function is very dif-
ferent from the Federal Reserve. De-
spite this, years after Dodd-Frank was
passed, this unique situation remains.
My concern is if you have one inspector
general trying to cover two different
entities, the end result is neither gets
fully overseen. In other words, we don’t
have adequate checks within the bu-
reaucracy to make sure that laws are
abided by and that money is spent ac-
cording to law.

Since the passage of the Inspector
General Act of 1978, Congress has be-
lieved that each Department and each
agency needs its own independent in-
spector general. This has been a long-
standing bipartisan position.

Currently, there are 73 inspectors
general, in every single Cabinet-level
Department and almost all inde-
pendent agencies. Even small inde-
pendent agencies such as the Federal
Maritime Commission and the Na-
tional Science Foundation have their
own inspector general.

In each of these agencies, if each of
these agencies has their own inde-
pendent inspector general, shouldn’t
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau—particularly since this Bureau
doesn’t have to come to Congress for
appropriations. We don’t get appropria-
tions oversight since some of their de-
cisions can’t even be challenged in the
courts.

Now we are in this situation. The
majority has opposed commonsense
changes such as this to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau.

During the budget debate when Dr.
COBURN and I introduced the amend-
ment to create a Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau-specific inspector
general, the majority would not allow
it to be brought up for a vote. The posi-
tion I heard over and over was the ma-
jority did not wish to relitigate Dodd-
Frank in any way. I did not hear any
concerns related to the merits of this
proposal. Our amendment wasn’t about
relitigating anything, it was about cre-
ating accountability and oversight at
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau and doing that through an inde-
pendent inspector general, such as 73
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